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Lamar County Middle School
 Course Description Guide
Course Title:  6th Grade Language Arts

Course Number:  23.01100
Course Description:  This course focuses on oral and written language, as well as media and technology for expressive, informational, argumentative, critical, and literary purposes.  The course enables students to become skilled readers of more sophisticated literature by learning how to study and analyze literature through voice and style. The student will read a target number of books or word count equivalent from a variety of genres, subjects and disciplines. The student will compose writing in a variety of genres:  narrative, expository, technical, response to literature, and persuasive.  The student will analyze and edit his or her writing by focusing on conventions, voice, and style.  There is an increase in writing, editing, and proofing.  Mastering conventions is a major component of this course.  Research becomes a critical component of this course.  The student will also engage in viewing, listening, and speaking activities.
Course Title:  6th Grade Math

Course Number:  27.02100
Course Description:  By the end of grade six, students will understand the four arithmetic operations as they relate to positive rational numbers; convert between and compute with different forms of rational numbers; understand the concept of ratio and solve problems using proportional reasoning; understand and use line and rotational symmetry; determine the surface area and volume of solid figures; use variables to represent unknown quantities in formulas, algebraic expressions and equations; utilize data to make predictions; and determine the probability of a given event.

Course Title:  6th Grade Science

Course Number:  40.06100
Course Description:  The middle school earth science course is designed to give all students an overview of common strands in earth science including, but not limited to, meteorology, geology, astronomy, oceanography, resources, and human impact on the earth.  Sixth grade students observe and explain how an aspect of weather can affect a weather system.  They use different models to represent systems such as the solar system and the sun/moon/earth system.  They use what they observe about the earth’s materials to infer the processes and timelines that formed them.  Sixth graders write instructions, describe observations, keep and analyze the data they collect, and show information in graphical form.  When analyzing the data they collect, sixth graders can recognize relationships in simple charts and graphs and find more than one way to interpret their findings.  The students replicate investigations and compare results to find similarities and differences.
Course Title:  6th Grade Social Studies

Course Number:  45.00700
Course Description:  Sixth grade is the first year of a two year World Area Studies course. Sixth grade students study Latin America, Canada, Europe, and Australia. The goal of this two year course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The intent of the geography domain is for students to begin to grasp the importance geography plays in their everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on selected types of government found in the various areas so as to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain builds on the K-5 economics; however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain focuses on major events in each region during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.
Course Title:  7th Grade Language Arts

Course Number:  23.01200
Course Description:  This course focuses on an appreciation of written and spoken language, as well as media and technology for expressive, informational, argumentative, critical, and literary purposes. The course enables students to study and analyze compelling literature and to explore author’s craft. The student will read a target number of books or word count equivalent from a variety of genres, subjects and disciplines. The student expands his or her choices of writing modes and the students explore different types of sentence structure and more complex convention techniques.  The student will compose writing in a variety of genres (narrative, expository, technical, response to literature, and persuasive) and increase abilities in writing, editing, and proofreading.  The student will engage in oral presentations and dramatic interpretation; the student will explore the effects of media images, texts, and sounds. The student will continue learning the components of research.  The student will also engage in viewing, listening, and speaking activities.
Course Title:  7th Grade Math

Course Number:  27.02200
Course Description:  By the end of grade seven, students will understand and use rational numbers, including signed numbers; solve linear equations in one variable; sketch and construct plane figures; demonstrate understanding of transformations; use and apply properties of similarity; examine properties of geometric shapes in space; describe and sketch solid figures, including their cross-sections; represent and describe relationships between variables in tables, graphs, and formulas; analyze the characteristics of linear relationships; and represent and analyze data using graphical displays, measures of central tendency, and measures of variation. 

Course Title:  7th Grade Science

Course Number:  26.01100
Course Description:  The middle school life science course is designed to give students the necessary skills for a smooth transition from elementary life science standards to high school biology standards.  The purpose is to give all students an overview of common strands in life science including, but not limited to, diversity of living organisms, structure and function of cells, heredity, ecosystems, and biological evolution.  Students will develop the skill necessary to keep records of their observations and use those records to analyze the data they collect.  They observe and use observations to explain diversity of living organisms and how the organisms are classified.  They use different models to represent systems such as cells, tissues, and organs.  They use what they know about ecosystems to explain the cycling of matter and energy.  They use the concepts of natural selection and fossil evidence in explanations.  Seventh graders write instructions, describe observations, and show information in graphical form.  When analyzing the data they collect, seventh graders can recognize relationships in simple charts and graphs and find more than one way to interpret their findings.

Course Title:  7th Grade Social Studies

Course Number:  45.00800
Course Description:  Seventh grade is the second year of a two year World Area Studies course. Seventh grade students study Africa and Asia. The goal of this two year course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The intent of the geography domain is for students to begin to grasp the importance geography plays in our everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on selected types of government found in the various areas so as to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain builds on the K-5 economics, however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain focuses primarily significant events in each region from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries.

Course Title:  8th Grade Language Arts

Course Number:  23.01300
Course Description:  This course focuses on extending the reading experience through a more complete study and analysis of compelling literature. The student will read a target number of books or word count equivalent from a variety of genres, subjects and disciplines. The student will also study Georgia authors by exploring history, reading different selections, and examining texts.  The student will refine his or her skills in production of quality essays and narratives; the writing also extends into reader response pieces. Writing focuses on writing styles, the use of strong diction, and refining, editing, and proofreading. A study of conventions will build on previous instruction and extend beyond.  The student will debate a variety of topics.  The student will continue with research.  The student will also engage in viewing, listening, and speaking activities.
Course Title:  8th Grade Math

Course Number:  27.02300
Course Description:  By the end of grade eight, students will understand various numerical representations, including square roots, exponents and scientific notation; use and apply geometric properties of plane figures, including congruence and the Pythagorean theorem; use symbolic algebra to represent situations and solve problems, especially those that involve linear relationships; solve linear equations, systems of linear equations and inequalities; use equations, tables and graphs to analyze and interpret linear functions; use and understand set theory and simple counting techniques; determine the theoretical probability of simple events; and make inferences from statistical data, particularly data that can be modeled by linear functions. 
Course Title:  8th Grade Science

Course Number:  40.01700
Course Description:  The middle school physical science course is designed to give students the necessary skills for a smooth transition from elementary physical science standards to high school physical science standards.  The course provides an overview of common strands in physical science including, but not limited to, the nature of matter, laws of energy, matter, motion and forces, and energy transformation.  The eighth grade physical science students work conceptually to develop understanding the concepts of conservation of matter, conservation of energy, physical change, chemical change, motion, forces, and energy transformation.  Eighth grade students keep records of observations and analyze the data they collect.  They describe observations and show information in graphical form.  When analyzing data eighth graders can recognize relationships in simple charts and graphs and find more than one way to interpret their findings.  This curriculum is NOT intended in any way to take the place of the high school physical science curriculum.
Course Title:  8th Grade Georgia Studies
Course Number:  45.00900
Course Description:  In eighth grade, students study Georgia geography, history, government, and economics. While the four strands are interwoven, ample opportunity is also provided for in-depth study of the geography of Georgia and the government of Georgia. U.S. historical events are included, as appropriate, to ensure students understand Georgia’s role in the history of the United States.

Connections Courses at LCMS

Course Title:  Health/Grade 6 
Course Number:  17.00700
Course Description:  Sixth grade students will identify actions and behaviors to prevent injuries, diseases, and disorders. 
Course Title:  Health/Grade 7
Course Number:  17.00800
Course Description:  Seventh grade students will describe patterns of healthy behaviors to prevent or reduce their risk of injury and /or illness throughout their lifespan.
Course Title:  Health/Grade 8

Course Number:  17.00900
Course Description:  Eighth grade students will describe patterns of healthy behaviors to prevent or reduce the risk of injury and/or illness throughout their lifespan. Students will examine the interrelationships of emotional, physical, social, and intellectual health, and how each aspect of health can be impacted by their surroundings.
Course Title:  Physical Education/Grade 6 
Course Number:  36.00700
Course Description:  Students perform motor skills are combined and used in specific game and performance situations. Refine and vary skills learned in elementary years using them to participate in small-sided games, dance, or individual activities. 
Course Title:  Physical Education/Grade 7
Course Number:  36.00800
Course Description:  Students perform complex combinations of movement specific to game, sport, rhythms, and/or physical activity settings. Specialized skills are adapted to meet the requirements of increasingly complex strategies. 
Course Title:  Physical Education/Grade 8
Course Number:  36.00900
Course Description:  Students demonstrate the ability to use mature forms for the basic skills and tactics in six of eight categories.
Course Title:  Band/Grade 6 
Course Number:  53.03300
Course Description:  Sixth Grade Beginning Band focuses on basic instrumental skill development and music reading.  The goal of this class is to teach students the proper way to hold and play a brass, percussion, or woodwind instrument with the characteristic tone quality of the instrument.  Students can elect to play their instrument of choice with the band director’s approval and recommendation.  This is a performance-based class.  Participation in concert performances outside of regular class hours is required.
Course Title:  Band/Grade 7   
Course Number:  53.03400
Course Description:  Seventh Grade Intermediate Band’s primary focus is on the development, continuation, and expansion of basic skills begun the previous year that are necessary for effective instrumental music performance. In addition to large group ensembles, individual growth and achievement are encouraged through participation in solo and ensemble festivals, district honor bands, and private lessons.  This is a performance-based class.  Participation in concert performances outside of regular class hours is required.  
Course Title:  Chorus/Grade 6
Course Number:  54.01300
Course Description:  Sixth Grade Beginning Chorus students learn to use their vocal instrument to create a correct and pleasing singing sound.  In addition to learning proper vocal production and technique, students also learn music reading skills, sight-singing skills, and performance skills.  Chorus also offers opportunities for students to develop team building and leadership skills. This is a performance-based class.  Participation in concert performances outside of regular class hours is required. 
Course Title:  Chorus/Grade 7

Course Number:   54.01400
Course Description:  Seventh Grade Intermediate Chorus students continue to demonstrate proper breath control and correct singing posture.  Students sing an assigned part in an ensemble with and without accompaniment and sing literature in two and three parts.   They demonstrate proficiency in sight- reading at the expected competency level and read music with more complex melodies and rhythms.  This is a performance-based class.  Participation in concert performances outside of regular class hours is required.  
Course Title:  Exploring Engineering and Technology Grade 6
Course Number:  21.02100
Course Description:  The goal of this course is to provide all students with an introduction to the principles of Engineering & Technology (hereafter referred to as E&T) and its place in the modern world. This course will also help students to use technological systems effectively in their lives, thus providing a foundation for successfully integrating their own interests with potential careers with the resources of a technological society.  Exploring E&T introduces and has the student work through an engineering design process while looking at technological impacts on society. Exploring E&T reinforces the areas of math,
science, social studies, and language arts through practical application and / or hands- on activities. Exposure to E&T related careers, work ethics and leadership skills will be important components in this course.  At the end of this course, students will understand how engineering & technology impact them and the world around them and careers available to them in the field.
Course Title:  Invention and Innovation Grade 7
Course Number:  21.02200
Course Description:  Invention and Innovation is designed to introduce students to the world of invention and innovation along with the Engineering Design Process. They will examine the impacts of invention and innovation on society and solve problems through research, design, and experimentation in one or more of the areas of Engineering and Technology. Students will work individually and in groups to investigate solutions to technological problems, using research, data collection, design, prototype development, and working models. Invention and Innovation reinforces the areas of math, science, social studies, and language arts through practical application and/or hands on activities. At the end of this course, students will be able to evaluate products and systems that they encounter in their daily lives and choose appropriate technologies to solve a variety of tasks.  Students will be able to produce a functional invention/innovation.
Course Title:  Drama/Grade 6 
Course Number:  52.01100
Course Description:  Theatre arts students in the sixth grade explore acting and improvisation.  They learn the basic techniques of acting and character and voice development as well as presentation skills and scriptwriting.

Course Title:  Business and Computer Science Grade 7

Course Number:  7.08400
Course Description:  Using project based instruction; students are introduced to the principles of business in the 21st century while refreshing their keyboarding skills. This course should also help students to use computers effectively in their lives, thus providing a connection of computer science and business careers. In this course, middle school students build a knowledge base of computer applications, information systems, internet safety, 21st century skills, and business and computer science careers of the 21st century.  Exposure to networking and programming will also be important threads in this course. Competencies for the co-curricular student organization Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) are integral components of the performance standards. FBLA activities should be incorporated throughout instructional strategies developed for the course.
Course Title:  Business and Computer Science Grade 8
Course Number:  7.08500
Course Description:  Using project based instruction students are introduced to the principles of business in the 21st century while refreshing their keyboarding skills. This course should also help students to use computers effectively in their lives, thus providing a connection of computer science and business careers. In this course, middle school students build a knowledge base of computer applications, information systems, internet safety, 21st century skills, and business and computer science careers of the 21st century. Exposure to networking and programming will also be important threads in this course. Competencies for the co-curricular student organization Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) are integral components of the performance standards. FBLA activities should be incorporated throughout instructional strategies developed for the course.

Course Title:  ESOL/Grade 6 
Course Number:  55.01100
Course Description:  This course is based on the WIDA Consortium English Language Proficiency Standards and emphasizes social and academic language proficiency. The curriculum integrates the WIDA Standards with the 6th grade Georgia Performance Standards. Content is individualized to meet the needs of each student based upon his/her language and literacy level. It focuses on the primary language functions: reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing. Language support for other 6th grade academic classes is provided as needed. 
Course Title:  ESOL/Grade 7 
Course Number:  55.01200
Course Description:  This course is based on the WIDA Consortium English Language Proficiency Standards and emphasizes social and academic language proficiency. The curriculum integrates the WIDA Standards with the 7th grade Georgia Performance Standards. Content is individualized to meet the needs of each student based upon his/her language and literacy level. It focuses on the primary language functions: reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing. Language support for other 7th grade academic classes is provided as needed. 
Course Title:  ESOL/Grade 8 
Course Number:  55.01300
Course Description:  This course is based on the WIDA Consortium English Language Proficiency Standards and emphasizes social and academic language proficiency. The curriculum integrates the WIDA Standards with the 8th grade Georgia Performance Standards. Content is individualized to meet the needs of each student based upon his/her language and literacy level. It focuses on the primary language functions: reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing. Language support for other 8th grade academic classes is provided as needed. Special emphasis is placed on instruction which prepares students for the Grade 8 Writing Assessment.
Course Title:  Language Arts/Grade 6 – Connections Remediation 
Course Number:  23.01160
Course Description:  This course focuses on oral and written language, as well as media and technology for expressive, informational, argumentative, critical, and literary purposes. The course enables students to become skilled readers of more sophisticated literature by learning how to study and analyze literature through voice and style. The student will read a target number of books or word count equivalent from a variety of genres, subjects and disciplines. The student will compose writing in a variety of genres: narrative, expository, technical, response to literature, and persuasive. The student will analyze and edit his or her writing by focusing on conventions, voice, and style. There is an increase in writing, editing, and proofing. Mastering conventions is a major component of this course. Research becomes a critical component of this course. The student will also engage in viewing, listening, and speaking activities. This course is to be used only as remediation, not in lieu of 6th grade language arts. (LCMS ELT)

Course Title:  Language Arts/Grade 8 – Connections Enrichment 
Course Number:  23.01370
Course Description:  This course focuses on extending the reading experience through a more complete study and analysis of compelling literature. The student will read a target number of books or word count equivalent from a variety of genres, subjects, and disciplines. The student will also study Georgia authors by exploring history, reading different selections, and examining texts. The student will refine his or her skills in production of quality essays and narratives; the writing will also extend into reader response pieces. Writing will focus on writing styles, the use of strong diction, and refining, editing, and proofreading. A study of conventions will build on previous instruction and extend beyond. The student will debate a variety of topics. The student will continue with research. The student will also engage in viewing, listening, and speaking activities. This course is to be used only for remediation, not in lieu of 8th grade language arts.
Course Title:  Science (Grade 6) Connections Enrichment 
Course Number:  40.06170
Course Description:  The middle school earth science course is designed to give all students an overview of common strands in earth science including, but not limited to, meteorology, geology, astronomy, oceanography, resources, and human impact on the earth.  Sixth grade students observe and explain how an aspect of weather can affect a weather system.  They use different models to represent systems such as the solar system and the sun/moon/earth system.  They use what they observe about the earth’s materials to infer the processes and timelines that formed them.  Sixth graders write instructions, describe observations, keep and analyze the data they collect, and show information in graphical form.  When analyzing the data they collect, sixth graders can recognize relationships in simple charts and graphs and find more than one way to interpret their findings.  The students replicate investigations and compare results to find similarities and differences.  This course is to be used as an enrichment and not in lieu of 6th grade science.
Course Title:  Science (Grade 8) Connections Enrichment 
Course Number:  40.01770
Course Description:  The middle school physical science course is designed to give students the necessary skills for a smooth transition from elementary physical science standards to high school physical science standards.  The course provides an overview of common strands in physical science including, but not limited to, the nature of matter, laws of energy, matter, motion and forces, and energy transformation.  The eighth grade physical science students work conceptually to develop understanding the concepts of conservation of matter, conservation of energy, physical change, chemical change, motion, forces, and energy transformation.  Eighth grade students keep records of observations and analyze the data they collect.  They describe observations and show information in graphical form.  When analyzing data eighth graders can recognize relationships in simple charts and graphs and find more than one way to interpret their findings.  This curriculum is NOT intended in any way to take the place of the high school physical science curriculum. This is to be used as an enrichment course not in lieu of 8th grade science.
Course Title:  Social Studies/Grade 7 – Connections Enrichment 
Course Number:  45.00870
Course Description:  Seventh grade is the second year of a two year World Area Studies course. Seventh grade students study Africa and Asia. The goal of this two year course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The intent of the geography domain is for students to begin to grasp the importance geography plays in our everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on selected types of government found in the various areas so as to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain builds on the K-5 economics, however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain focuses primarily significant events in each region from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. This course is to be used only as remediation or enrichment, not in lieu of 7th grade social studies.
Course Title:  Career Discovery Grades 6-8
Course Number:  32.02200
Course Description:  The goal of this course is to promote essential skills and knowledge students need to apply self assessments and decision-making skills while examining career concentrations and pathways. This course will expose students to positive work ethics, the importance of educational achievement, and the impact of societal issues on career choices. These essential components are necessary for educational and career planning success. In this course, middle school students will gain an understanding of career program concentrations and career pathways offerings in Georgia. Students will develop insight in how educational performance enhances career opportunities. Also, students will be exposed to work ethics and societal issues as they relate to educational and career goals.
Course Title:  Mathematics/Grade 6 – Connections Remediation 
Course Number:  27.02160
Course Description:  By the end of grade six, students will understand the four arithmetic operations as they relate to positive rational numbers; convert between and compute with different forms of rational numbers; understand the concept of ratio and solve problems using proportional reasoning; understand and use line and rotational symmetry; determine the surface area and volume of solid figures; use variables to represent unknown quantities in formulas, algebraic expressions and equations; utilize data to make predictions; and determine the probability of a given event.  This is to be used as a remediation course, not in lieu of 6th grade math.  (LCMS ELT)
Course Title:  Mathematics/Grade 7 – Connections Remediation 
Course Number:  27.02260
Course Description:  By the end of grade seven, students will understand and use rational numbers, including signed numbers; solve linear equations in one variable; sketch and construct plane figures; demonstrate understanding of transformations; use and apply properties of similarity; examine properties of geometric shapes in space; describe and sketch solid figures, including their cross-sections; represent and describe relationships between variables in tables, graphs, and formulas; analyze the characteristics of linear relationships; and represent and analyze data using graphical displays, measures of central tendency, and measures of variation.  This is to be used as a remediation course, not in lieu of 7th grade math.  (LCMS ELT)

Course Title:  Mathematics/Grade 8 – Connections Remediation 
Course Number:  27.02360
Course Description:  By the end of grade eight, students will understand various numerical representations, including square roots, exponents and scientific notation; use and apply geometric properties of plane figures, including congruence and the Pythagorean theorem; use symbolic algebra to represent situations and solve problems, especially those that involve linear relationships; solve linear equations, systems of linear equations and inequalities; use equations, tables and graphs to analyze and interpret linear functions; use and understand set theory and simple counting techniques; determine the theoretical probability of simple events; and make inferences from statistical data, particularly data that can be modeled by linear functions.  This is to be used as a remediation course, not in lieu of 8th grade math.  (LCMS ELT) 
Courses Offered in 8th Grade for High School Credit

Course Title:  Beginning Mixed Chorus I (Grades 9-12) 
Course Number:  54.02110
Course Description:  Provides opportunities to develop performance skills and knowledge in mixed choral singing. Covers performance and production, analysis and theoretical studies, historical and cultural contributions and influences, creative aspects of music and appreciation of music. Organizes objectives for self-paced progress through all four levels. Stresses individual progress and group experiences. 
Course Title:  Beginning Band I (Grades 9-12) 
Course Number:  53.03610
Course Description:  Provides opportunities to develop performance skills on a wind or percussion instrument. Emphasizes performance and production; may include analysis, historical and cultural influences, improvisation and appreciation of music. Organizes objectives for self-paced progress through all four levels. Stresses individual progress and group experiences.
Course Title:  Introduction to Animation and 3d Design (BCS-IAD)
Course Number:  11.42800
Course Description:  Introduction to Animation and 3d Design is a foundations course that serves as an introduction to the animation and 3d design industry.  Emphasis is placed on career awareness, fundamentals of modeling, storyboard creation, cameras and lighting.  Students will learn how 3d technology is used for film, broadcast and games and how it is rapidly becoming the medium of choice for industrial design, military simulations, and medical visualization.  The standards are aligned with the interactive media standards in Georgia’s technical colleges, thus helping to qualify students for advanced placement should they continue their education at the postsecondary level.  Competencies for the co-curricular student organization, SkillsUSA, are integral components of both the core employability skills standards and the technical skills standards, and SkillsUSA activities should be incorporated throughout instructional strategies developed for the course.
Course Title:  Spanish I 
Course Number:  60.07100
Course Description:  Introduces the Spanish language; emphasizes all skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills in an integrated way. Includes how to greet and take leave of someone, to ask and respond to basic questions, to speak and read within a range of carefully selected topics and to develop an understanding of Spanish-speaking cultures. 
Course Title:  Coordinate Algebra 
Course Number: 270971008
The fundamental purpose of Coordinate Algebra is to formalize and extend the mathematics that students learned in the middle grades. The critical areas, organized into units, deepen and extend understanding of linear relationships, in part by contrasting them with exponential phenomena, and in part by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend. Coordinate Algebra uses algebra to deepen and extend understanding of geometric knowledge from prior grades. The final unit in the course ties together the algebraic and geometric ideas studied.
